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Currents
GM Meeting, Mr. Nicks, Thursday, August 3,  
7:30 pm. Arrive early for broasted chicken buffet.
August 2 Raft off
August 3 GMM Meeting
August 9 WNATR Fall #1
August 16  Raft off
August 18-20  Tomato Cruise
August 23  WNATR Fall #2
August 27  Peg Spriggs Memorial Race
August 30  WNATR Fall #3
September 2-4 Port to Port Race
September 6 WNATR Fall #4
September 10  Jack & Jill Race
September 16-17  Pelee Island Cruise
October 7-8 Harvest Moon Cruise
October 21 Awards Night
October 28 Halloween Party
November 18-19 Frankenmuth Trip
December 9 Christmas Party

A Trip to Remember
Due to lack of articles, this was inserted. 
July is trip and racing month at WSSC.  Many sailors went 
on trips this month and you will be hearing from many. 
Tom Priest and Judy Conley decided to cruise Lake Erie 
aboard. The two week cruise included visits to several 
yacht clubs and harbors and a variety of wind and sea 
conditions.
The first leg was to Vermilion under motor sail with little 
wind, high temperatures and a lots of bugs. They stayed in 
the public harbor and met Jim and Cynthia from Loraine 
and socialized with them for two days. Ate lunch at 
Vermilion Boat Club other than that not too eventful. 
The second leg was to Edgewater yacht Club in Cleveland 
under motor sail with little wind, high temperatures and 
a lots of bugs once again. This was a very eventful stay. 
For starters Tom fell in the drink while docking and Judy 

rammed the boat beside Ruffian. Naturally they met several 
people and were the talk of the club.  Tom was later to 
recognized as “Oh yeah, you’re that guy”.  Judy had her 
own reputation as “Crash Conley”.
The second day was a great day, Wednesday Nite Races. 
Tom hooked a ride on a Dragon, What fun! and Judy helped 
on the committee boat. They joined the Dragon racers for 
the afterglow.
Ruffian pulled out they next day for where ever. The clouds 
looked stormy so Tom and Judy pulled into Mentor Harbor 
(about 25 miles) Yachting Club. Ruffian looked like a 

Edgewater Yacht Club Cleveland

Dragon Racing

Judy & Friends in 
Erie, Pa



Upcoming programs
Aug 3 - Dan Williamson (PC) will recount their 
experiences in traveling to, from, and in the North Channel.  
Dan will share some photographs and have a few pointers 
for first time cruisers.  We also hope to balance this 
program with the experience of one of our 2006 Machinac 
racers.
Sep 7 - David G. Brown will speak about the 1913 storm 
on the Great Lakes that sank a dozen ships, stranded three 
times that many, and killed 250 sailors.  He will also, time 
permitting, have a few things to say about race promotion 
and management.  Mr. Brown did yacht race management 
for Edgewater Y.C. in Cleveland for 15 years.  He lives in 
Port Clinton and is currently creating a documentary on the 
Titanic for the History Channel.

The 2006 FYC Regatta
The 2006 FYC Regatta will be held this Saturday, August 
5 2006
Skippers Meeting at 9:00 PM on Friday August 4
START TIME IS 10:30 for first class
See http://www.fordyachtclub.com - click on sailing, and 
Regatta for the sailing instructions / entry form.
Contact me, DLHowe@wowway.com or 734 675-6133 for 
information / entry
We hope to see you all this year!
Sincerely
Doug Howe�DLHowe@wowway.com

Vietnamese boat people boat compared to the luxurious 
yachts in there. Tom and Judy went to the bar and three 
drinks $20.00. Dinner was out of the question unless 
Ruffian could be refinanced. Everyone was very friendly, 
however they did not take cash. Couldn’t make change, 
if you gave them a $10 for a $5.00 bill. “Thanks, exact 
change only, no change.”  Beer supply was short so a six 
pack of Coors Lite was bought for $10.00. Ouch!
The next leg was day they left on an 85 mile trek to 
Erie, Pa. That was again eventful. Engine failure just as 
Ruffian was entering the harbor. at 10 p.m. Tom threw out 
and anchor and put up Judy’s flashing Help beacon and 
TowBoatUS was there before they could be called on the 
radio. There was great mechanic who worked Saturday and 
Sunday and got Ruffian running better than ever. Sunday 
was a great sailing day and with new friends and Judy and 
Tom went daysailing, spinnaker up. 
Monday was clear skies and 10 to 
15 knot winds so it was off to Port 
Stanley, ON. About 30 miles out on 
this 85 mile ride across Lake Erie the 
winds increased to 20 knots and then 
to 25 knots with 30 knot gusts. The 
Cleveland weather serve said 10 to 14 
foot seas. Sailing under reefed main 
only Port Stanley was reached in 15 
hours. Oh, what a ride!

The goal was Kanagra Yacht Club, but since they had 
two feet of water, Stan’s Marina was second choice. Port 
Stanley is a charming little commercial fishing village 
full of characters. Judy met an owner of the 42 foot Bruce 
Roberts next to Ruffian. John the Skipper (after a few 
drinks) asked Tom and Judy if they would like to crew on 
a Carribbean cruise. Later Tom and Judy met Dr. Scott and 
his family from Long Point, ON. Dr. Scott was clinical 
psychologist. He was kind enough to offer free services, 
because he sensed Tom and Judy’s situation was desperate. 
They rejected his kind offer being oblivious to their 
condition. 
After a rather rowdy night Tom and Judy and Dr. Scott 
and family headed for Erieau. Judy got seasick for the first 
time and blamed the 2 foot waves. Tom thought maybe she 
drank something that didn’t agree with her the night before.
After a 13 hour trip they met Dr. Scott and family in 

 Port Stanley
Erieau. Erieau is a very nice harbor with  
a pool and other amenities. Tom decided 
to leave early Saturday morning for 
Michigan. Bad idea. Visibility was 30 
feet. After sailing for an hour they saw 
harbor lights. A total 360. A good time 
to throw out the anchor and wait for 
daybreak. 
Saturday was beautiful SAIL once 

underway. Sailed home (85 miles) in about 13 hours.Downtown Cleveland Skyline



Allen Park Brake Shop
Brakes Å Suspension 
Other Minor Repairs

We stand in front of our work!

8315 Allen Rd. Fred Krabach
Allen Park, MI 48101 (313) 382-3838

Allied Cash 
Advance of 
Southfield

Congratulations to Dick Synowiec 
(Shenanigan) and crew for þnishing 1st in 

class in Port Huron to Mackinac race.



DOCKS AVAILABLE: 
At my home on Frenchman’s Creek, 1/4 mile 
east of Ford YC.  110 V. power and potable water 
available upon request.  Current water levels restrict 
use to 4 ft. draft or less.  $40 per linear foot, June 
through September.  Contact Gene at 734-671-357 or  
gtswift@wideopenwest.com

Hunter Sailboat 34 foot - 1986 with Yanmar 27 hp 
Engine.  Owned by elderly couple,  mechanically inclined 
Ford Trade School tool & die maker. Has been sailed to 
the North Channel and all the Great Lakes many ports. 
Equipped with Autohelm, Loran and Harkin Jib Reefing 
& Furling System, and Lazy Mate Main sail system.  Has 
two dinghies, with outboard 3 Evinrude hp Engine.  Sleeps 
6, enclosed head and shower.  Teak interior.  Please share 
this information with your associates, or an interested party.  
Located on Lake St. Clair/Clinton River. Asking price 
$38,500 & negotiable.
The boat is listed on Sailboatowners.com
My email is dingher@msn.com. You may call me at 248-
496-6133  Thank you,  Mike Egan

CORK BOARD

West Shore Sail Club
P.O. Box 369
Trenton, MI 48183-0369

Standard Rig / Fin Keel•New suit of sails 2005•Well 
equipped•Complete details and pictures at
 http://home.comcast.net/~jlarrow/•$9000 
Jody Larrow 313-598-6370
WSSC Officers
Commodore: Tom Priest
Vice Commodore: Susan Ashley
Rear Commodore: Jody Larrow
Recording Secretary: Andrea Duane
Treasurer: Jim Sameck
Membership Chairperson: Tina Askins

For WSSC Members Only 
VC-17m for 34$order by 04/01/06
Special conditions apply 
contact mattc@southpointechandler.com
or call Matt  – 734-552-3523


