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2020 My Commodore Year 
 
How do you say goodbye to a year like 2020?  “Good Riddance” seems appropriate, but that would suggest that noth-
ing positive or good came out of the year.  Yes, 2020 has been a terrible, uncertain, and extraordinary year on many 
levels but for my last article as Commodore I am choosing to focus on the good and creative ways that we as a club 
have managed to survive and prosper. 
 
Racing- Wednesday Night at the Races went off a little late but we managed to get in a great season none the less.  Un-
der the leadership of Chris McCardell, we pushed forward with new US water only courses. Participation was just 
about normal and even with the challenges of the shallow waters, missing buoys, and seaweed obstacles we had a well-
attended season.  We also managed to get in all our Specialty Races.  Thanks to the fine work of Vice Commodore 
Sims, each event had a record number of entrants.  Also, of note, is that as a club we actually made a small profit off 
racing this year. We also managed a wonderful Awards Banquet at Whiskeys on the Water.  Congratulations and 
thanks to all who helped make what could have been a bust season a winner! 
 
Cruising- We had a limited season and with the Canadian border shut down, destinations were also fewer.  However, 
here too we pushed forward and had some great gatherings including the Double Handed Race/ Commodore Tea at To-
ledo Beach Marina, and the Harvest Moon Cruise to Monroe Boat Club.  Thanks to Rear Commodore John Kukla for 
taking the helm here! 
 
General Membership Meetings- This was a difficult one to pull off with the government restrictions on gatherings 
and bar and restaurant closures.   We got creative and held one or two outdoor meetings, including a BBQ at the park in 
Trenton and Sloppy Joes at the Laskey’s, but I am certain that we all missed being able to meet and great in person as 
usual every month. 
 
Financially – Doug reports that we are still on solid ground however we have higher insurance costs that will require 
action going forward. 
 
Membership- Angela has done a great job with keeping accurate records of our current members, however we note a 
decline in actual “paid” members verses those on our email list.  The Executive Committee has decided to extend a 
grace period for those who may have simply forgotten to renew their memberships and will be implementing an Invoic-
ing (friendly reminder) procedure and an easy and convenient online way to pay for 2021.  Membership has its privi-
leges and I for one enjoy being able to visit other yacht clubs as a member of the WSSC, not to mention the honor of 
simply being part of such a great group of fellow sailors.  

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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Club Positions- We will be swearing in members for 2021 in January and I am incredibly pleased to report that we have 
99% of the positions filled with a very solid crew of volunteers.  It is an odd time to look forward and remain positive, 
and I am very thankful to all of those who have offered their time and efforts to keep our club strong and viable in the 
future.  Welcome aboard to Rear Commodore Michael Ingrody.   

Current News- We held our monthly Executive Meeting on Thursday December 10th and the most urgent item on the 
agenda is our clubs Insurance Policy.   Doug has the details, but the bottom line is that our current provider is no longer 
willing or able to insure us and a new policy is going to run quite a bit more.   As our current policy expires on Dec 31 
we had to act fast.   Hopefully, we can do some research and find a cheaper option further down the road.   As a paper 
club only, we might be paying for coverage that we do not actually require.  

Membership Fees- Going forward we find it necessary to increase the amount from $35 to $55 for 2021.   This amount 
will offset the new insurance costs based upon 70 paying memberships.   Dave Monk points out that our Membership 
cost of $35 in 1972 is now equivalent to $218 in 2020!   We trust that the members will understand this increase as well 
as the bargain that a membership at the West Shore Sail Club entails. 

 

As my time at the helm as Commodore comes to a close, I want to thank every member for allowing me to represent the 
West Shore Sail Club in 2020.   It has been a rewarding experience that I will not soon forget and will always treasure.  I 
would also like to personally thank a few members who have stood out and helped me in a special way: 

P/C Lance for taking my ridiculous calls and texts asking for things that I should have known 

P/C David Monk - see above, and for always explaining in his calm manner what I need to be doing next. 

P/C’s Doug & Kathy- for your mentorship and leadership over coffee and homemade cookies as well as the fine book 
keeping! 

Rick Bohl- for your great sense of humor and excellent note taking and “minutes”  

Angela- for your assistance over the last 3 years at every meeting and event and willingness to keep at it going forward. 

Karen and Gale- for your hard work and diligence on what would have been a blow- out Commodore’s Ball! 

Mr. Steffke- for your help with the buoy launches, search and rescues, and retrievals, but most importantly your friend-
ship. 

Dick and Chuck- for being the tough, seasoned veterans that I always relied on for the “bottom line” answers. 

Chris McCardell- for being so nice, understanding, calm and patient with my numerous calls, texts and emails through-
out the racing season.  The racing program thrives because of you Chris! 

Colleen- for your continued patience with my long-winded and past due articles.  And of course, your fine work and 
efforts to keep our newsletter afloat and better than ever! 

And last but not least- my beautiful wife Cindy who not only encouraged me to join the bridge but kept me positive 
when I felt overwhelmed and wanted to quit.   

Merry Christmas to All and Best Wishes for a Bright and Prosperous 2021. 

Tim 

Important 

For our Meeting, January 7th at 7:30 PM. 

  Doug Howe is setting up a Zoom Virtual Meeting for our first meeting of the year. If anyone that desires an 

invitation doesn’t receive it by January 2, please contact Doug Howe at: dhowe@wowway.com so we can 

make sure that all have the meeting invitation 
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From the Vice Commodore  

 
 

I want to start with wishing you all a Happy Healthy Holiday! I believe this historic year taught us we have a lot to be 
grateful for. 

One thing I’m grateful for is having this club/family for support and fun. My best memories and adventures for the 
year involved You! 

This year my goal was to increase participation in our events and appreciation for people who make them possible. 
Thank you for your contributions to making this effort so successful. 

Next year will have new opportunities.  

We plan to start the year with online meetings and events. To help get the Wind in your sails look for emails and to 
Facebook for news and invites to our first online meeting of the year Jan 7th. We hope to swear in our new rear com-
modore that night and allow you to get to know him a little better. We will have some fun that way till we come back 
together.  

There are already some new events being planned. In an attempt to make things more seamless for you we are going 
to send out easy digital membership renewals. You are all valuable parts that allow this club to be the great environ-
ment it is. Please let me know if you have any thoughts at rs122179@hotmail.com  I look forward to having a fun 
2021 with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

       Russell Sims 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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From the Rear Commodore 

 
 

Another sailing season is behind us, and what a remarkable season it was. I hope we do not have a repeat for many 
years to come! 

I am optimistic that next spring will bring open borders with Canada, allowing us to take advantage of the nice sailing 
to the North.  

Before then we will be conducting some Cruising Meetings, online if not in person. 

This is my last Rear Commodore Report. I’d like to thank all of you that helped me through this year, there are so 
many good people in the club. I will continue to look for guidance as I assume the duties of Vice Commodore. Thank 
you for your confidence in me. 

I’d like to welcome Michael Ingrody to the bridge as our new Rear Commodore. I believe Mike will be a great Rear 
Commodore and do even more than I did.  

For 2021, I will be focusing on our racing programs, and we will develop both American course and Canadian course 
options.  

Finally, thank you to all the committee members who stepped up again to perform all the duties we need to keep this 
club afloat. 

 

John Kukla 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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Important Information From PC Doug Howe 

 
 

WSSC had a successful Weeklong Cruise to the North this year! Five boats traversed to St. Clair Metroparks Marina, 
Port Huron (beautiful fireworks displays) and Lexington starting July 2.  

Some people returned home from Lexington, others traveled further north on Lake Huron, and Kathy and I continued 
on to Cheboygan where we met with PC Vern and Jackie McCardell, and RC John and Ann Kukla who were pro-
ceeding towards home with their new (to them) boat.  

Kathy and I continued with PC Vern and Jackie on to Sault St. Marie and the Soo locks (didn’t go through them on 
our boat though), and Kathy and I on to Frankfort, MI, across Lake Michigan to Sturgeon Bay, and Menominee, MI. 
We proceeded North from there to Escanaba, thence Fayette (one of, if not the best stop on our trip), and back home.  
 

The club might want to consider more North Cruises in the future.  

 

My Report: 

I continued WSSC’s membership in US Sailing into 2021, and to renew our association with BOAT/US – West Ma-
rine. 

I-LYA is held a virtual meeting on Saturday, December 5. We plan to report at the January meeting. 

Our insurance company notified us that they are discontinuing our policies as of 1/1/2021. I reached out to several 
insurance companies including those that Ford and Grosse Ile Yacht Clubs use for their insurance. Because we are a 
non-venue club (no facilities e.g. docks, building, etc.) the companies that FYC (Coverra) and GI (Buhl - Daly Mer-
ritt) use could not offer anything for us. I also contacted the Allen Harmon Insurance. The agent I worked 
with previously no longer works for them, and the agency has not responded to my direct inquiry to them. I reached 
out to Chubb (who Kathy and I have our boat insurance through), our current insurance company (The David Agen-
cy) and Gowrie through U.S. Sailing. Long story short, all three channels came down to Gowrie as the carrier they 
use. Our current agency would not quote as I had already submitted an application for quote from Gowrie through 
Chubb. Gowrie through U.S. Sailing recommended that we use The David Agency (Gowrie requested a copy of our 
current insurance)! So, we are proceeding with insuring through Chubb / Gowrie. 

Also, I have been investigating getting D&O (Directors and Officers) Insurance for our club for over a year, as well 
as other insurance opportunities. 

The summary of our position is: 

Current Insurance (expires 12/31/2020)  $  852.00 per year   Very Basic Policy 

   - Was being investigated: 

   Additional D&O Insurance (new)            $ 1034.00 

                                                                          $ 1886.00 annually 

New policy (Gowrie through Chubb): 

 Basic insurance                              $ 1,260.00 

 Forefront Policy (D&O plus):       $ 1,102.00 

 Umbrella policy                             $ 1,333.00 (Board agreed not to pursue Umbrella Policy) 

  New insurance                             $ 2362.00 

  And the club must be a member of U.S. Sailing (which the club has been and plans to continue). 

The Board held  an Executive Meeting on December 10th. We decided to proceed with the new insurance, excluding 
the Umbrella Policy. If anyone has another recommendation with contact information, please let me know, 
and we may pursue a change for 2022. 

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and fair winds and following seas. 

Stay Safe, Doug Howe 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/


WSSC Contacts  

Commodore    Tim Lozon  734-775-2520  tlozon@ameritech.net 

Vice Commodore  Russ Simms  734-642-8007  rsims43@ford.com 

Rear Commodore  John Kukla  734-558-4147  kuklaj57@gmail.com 

Secretary   Rick Bohl  734-671-5793  bohlr@bohlarch.com 

Treasurer   Doug Howe  734-675-6133  d1howe@wowway.com 

Membership Chairwomen Angela McKeith 313-598-4864  amckeith@hotmail.com 

Exec. Board Members  Chuck Laskey  734-558-8161  claskey1954@yahoo.com 

    Dick Synowiec 734-676-0694  cptsnick@wowway.com 

Starboard Tack Editor Colleen Bury  734-775-7677  burycj@gmail.com 

Anniversary Album  Frank Pavia  734-331-4017  frankpavia001@comcast.net 

Commodores Ball  Karen Laughner 313-815-7783  expokaren@aol.com 

Activities Chairwoman Renee Tackett  734-752-3275  Renee3602@yahoo.com 

Cruising Fleet Captain Dick Shackelford 313-443-7112  shackster_39@yahoo.com 

Racing Fleet Captain Chris McCardell 810-602-1043  courtofficer@att.net 

M. C.     Gale Laughner  313-388-7284  sailorgale@aol.com 

I-LYA & Boat US Reps Doug Howe  734-675-6133  d1howe@wowway.com 

    Kathy Howe  734-552-0962  kahowe@wowway.com 
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 ANNIVERSARY ALBUM NEWS 
 

This is a great time to review your past summer 
boating memories on your "smart" phones.  Collect 

the best, and send them to me for placement on 
your page in the WSSC Anniversary Album.  Send 

by e-mail attachment 
to:  frankpavia001@comcast.net 

 
Frank Pavia   

          www.westshoresailclub.org 

Page   7 

 

Mary Collie 1 

Nelson Taylor 7 

Brenda Woodruff 7 

Joy Hevron 7 

Dale Brennan 9 

Elizabeth Feirtag 10 

Mike Jablonski 13 

Ruby Neylans 18 

Lee Swaby 19 

Norm Johnson 19 

Russell Sims 21 

Kristen Brossia 21 

Jo Wood 26 

Bryce Boardman 28 

Jeff Giles 31 

You can make your memories and pictures 
appear in the Starboard Tack by forward-
ing them to:                    

                   burycj@gmail.com 

Looking forward to some great articles 
and Pictures. 

 Bring it on! 

 

December Birthday Celebrations 

Starboard Tack 

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/
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January WSSC 2020—CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Event Date & Time (tentative) Contact 
      
January GMM & Change of Watch January 9, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC Cruising Logs Due January 10, 2020 Kathy Howe 
Burger Night Monroe Boat Club January 16,2020 Renee Tackett 
WSSC 2020 Commodore’s Ball Meeting January 17, 2020 5:30pm Karen Laughner 
WSSC Race Committee Meeting January 29, 2020 7pm Russell Sims 
WSSC BOTY Entry Due January 31,2020 Tim Lozon 
February GMM February 6, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Mystery Train Dinner February 22, 2020 7pm Renee Tackett 
WSSC Membership Renewal Due March 1, 2020 Angela McKeith 
March GMM March 5, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
April GMM April 2, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC 2020 Commodore’s Ball April 25, 2020 Commodore’s Ball Committee 
WNATR Buoy Inspection April 18, 2020 Russell Sims 
WNATR Buoy Work Day May 2, 2020 Russell Sims 
May GMM - ANNUAL SWAP MEET May 7, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Buoy Launch Day May 9 (rain date May 10), 2020 Russell Sims 
WNATR Skipper's Meeting - GIYC May 3, 2020 7pm Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #1 - GIYC afterglow May 13, 2020 Chris McCardell 
Ice Breaker Cruise/Bob-lo Island 
Or BBQ at the Dumkes 

May 16-17,2020 Dumke’s 

WNATR Spring #2 - GIYC afterglow May 20, 2020 Chris McCardell 

Memorial Day/Toledo Beach Cruise May 23 - 25, 2020 Yee’s 
WSSC Cruising Committee Meeting May 25, 2020 John Kukla / Dick Shackelford 
WNATR Spring #3 - GIYC afterglow May 27, 2020 Chris McCardell 
June GMM June 4, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Leamington Cruise/Commodore's Tea June 6-7, 2020 Dick and Lori Shackelford 
WNATR Spring #4 - GIYC afterglow June 10, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #5 - GIYC afterglow June 17, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Doublehanded Race June 20  Russell Sims 
WNATR Summer #1 - FYC afterglow June 24, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #2 - FYC afterglow July 1, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Weeklong Cruise /North 
  

July 3-8, 2020 
July3 Lake St. Clair Metro Park 
July4-5 Port Huron 
July6-7 Lexington 

John Kukla 
Howe’s 
Laskey’s 
Shackelford 

WNATR Summer #3 - FYC afterglow July 22, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #4 - FYC afterglow July 29, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #5 - FYC afterglow August 5, 2020 Chris McCardell 
August GMM August 6, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Fall #1 - FYC afterglow August 12, 2020 Chris McCardell 
Late Summer Cruise-/Kelley’s August 15-16 Laskey’s 
WNATR Fall #2 - FYC afterglow August 19 2020 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Regatta  (Lighthouse Challenge)   Rivers Edge  August 22,2020 (rain date 8-23) Russell Sims 
WNATR Fall #3 - GIYC afterglow August 26, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Fall #4 - GIYC afterglow September 2, 2020 Chris McCardell 
September GMM September 3, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC Jack & Jill Race September 6, 2020 Russell Sims 
WNATR Fall #5 - GIYC afterglow September 9, 2020 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Buoy Pull September 19, 2020 Russell Sims 
Harvest Moon Cruise/Monroe Boat Club September TBD Dan Williamson & Peggy Hil-

len  
October GMM October 1, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Awards Night October 16, 2020 Russell Sims 
November GMM November 5, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Cruising Meeting at Leonard Garbacz’s November 8,2020 Leonards House 

Dec GMM - WSSC  Party December 3, 2020 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
      

http://www.westshoresailclub.org/


 

U.S. Sailing 
 
Renewing or joining through the club saves money (a single membership is $55 through this link vs. $65 if you go di-
rectly through U.S. Sailing as USSailing.org). 
 
The link for the MVP membership discount webpage is: https://www1.ussailing.org/membership/MPP/Default.aspx?
ycid=117266X 
 
Alternatively, here is the general link where you are prompted to choose your MVP club: 
 
https://www1.ussailing.org/membership/mpp/default.aspx 
 
  

ALSO...WEST SHORE SAIL CLUB is a co-operating group with BOAT U.S. 
 
The fee for joining/renewing BOAT U.S. is ½ the normal fee for our group. All you need is the number: GA 81337 S 
You can give this to anyone at BOAT U.S / West Marine or write this on your form (if you are doing this via USPS). 
This membership also gives you the maximum savings at West Marine Stores. For every purchase at a West Marine 
store you get a 4% credit. When this credit totals $10, they send you a credit form that can be used for your next pur-
chase. Also, towing insurance is a good deal through BOAT U.S. 
 

 

Global Entry Information for 2019 

Now is the time to start the process to have a good return from your boating trip to Canada: 

 

Note: per a personal conversation with immigration (phone number (313) 393-3949 on June 6, 2019),  “The  I-68 no longer exists” . The only way to 
register your return to the U.S. is to use CBP roam. I find this easiest to use from my cell phone. 

Pleasure Boats and Private Flyers 

Ref: https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers   10/27/2019 

Small Vessel Reporting System (SVRS) is longer in service and float plans will no longer be accepted. Boat-
ers looking for a new, faster way to report their arrival and/or apply for a registered boater program may 
use the CBP ROAM app, available for free on the Apple App and Google Play stores. Boaters may also contin-
ue to report their arrival via designated telephone reporting numbers, if desired (note; there have been re-
ports of ‘harassment’ if you call in). 

 
To install CBP Roam on your phone: 
The CBP ROAM app is a free mobile application that provides an option for pleasure boaters to report their 
U.S. entry to CBP via their personal smart device, or a tablet located at local businesses to satisfy the above 
reporting requirements. In limited areas, travelers arriving in remote locations may also be eligible to use the 
CBP ROAM app. The CBP ROAM app also qualifies as an Alternative Inspection System that satisfies the 
boat operator's legal requirement to report for face-to-face inspection in accordance with 8 CFR 235.1 

US customs has transitioned to the mobile app (CBP Roam). While you can still “call in” our members report-
ed long wait times and triggering customs to come to the boat. I used the CBP roam app in 2018 and 2019. It 
is super easy and makes reporting into the US quick and painless. It works like this: 
Enter your method of entry. 
Travelers should download the CBP ROAM app on their web-enabled smart device. Note that a free log-
in.gov account is required to use the CBP ROAM app. After opening the CBP ROAM app, tap “Sign In”. 

                                                                                                           Page  9 
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Global Entry Continued. 
 
Travelers who do not have a login.gov account should “Create an account” and follow the instructions 
Travelers who already have a login.gov account should sign into their existing account, and will be redirected 

back 
to the CBP ROAM app 

After signing in to the CBP ROAM app, users can create and save traveler and conveyance profiles. These pro-
files can be reused for repeat entry into the United States. 

AKA your boat - MC, DTOP sticker, make/model…etc. Saved for future use. 
Enter your traveler(s) document info. This is saved for future use. E.g. Passport information, Nexus, Global, or 

other information 
 
iii.  Click – Report arrival 
1. Make sure you have good cell or Wi-Fi signal 
2. Select which travelers 
3. Select method of arrival (your boat) 
4. Enter captain’s info 
5. Enter items to declare 
6. Submit – grab a beer and wait many minutes. 
7. They will most likely send you an automatic confirmation via the CBP Roam app and e-mail, but they could 
facetime with you if they want. 
 

Additional Border Crossing Information:  
Updated, 11/2019 : 

The best way to return to the US is to obtain a Nexus card for everyone on the boat. Reporting in is by using 
the CBP Roam app from your phone. If you preloaded and entered your information, reporting in is easy. 

A Nexus card is $50 for 5 years ($10 per year). More information at: https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/ . One should en-
roll online – Select NEXUS at the center top of the Trusted Traveler Programs {https://ttp.cbp.dhs.gov/}   page. 
You will have to report for an interview to get the card. You can do this at the Ambassador Bridge (listed as 
2810 W. Fort Street Suite 124, Detroit, MI 48126). We reported to the Border Patrol station at the Ambassador 
Bridge. As you approach the Bridge, shortly after turning to the east there is a gate on the left (prior to paying 
the toll). Go through the gate (you may have to tell an officer at the gate your purpose) to the offices.  

Inquire about the BR# from U.S. Immigration. When we last renewed our Nexus cards at the Bridge, the U. 
S. officers that could help with the BR number were at the same desk as the Nexus (Canadian) Officers, just on 
the right side of the counter.  
Once you have the Nexus card, you can enroll in the Trusted Traveler program online. This allows using the 
TSA precheck line at U.S. airports and the Global Entry kiosks (and is the least expensive way to get this).  
 
If your boat 30 feet long or more payment of the user fee is required. You can obtain a DTOPS (Decal / Tran-
sponder Online Procurement System) number for $29.24 (higher price effective 10/1/2019) per calendar year. 
You must have this decal if your boat is 30 feet or more in length. You can obtain it at https://www.cbp.gov/
travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers under the Decal Transponder Online Procurement System DTOPS at the 
bottom of the web page.  
 
Note: If you have not used CBP Roam since last year, check that your information (Mode of Travel and Travel-
ers menus selected at the bottom) is up to date (example: decal information for boats over 30’)!  
 
Doug Howe 
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Promoting the sport of  sailing and seamanship since 

 
 

CORK BOARD 

www.westshoresailclub.org 
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LEWMAR 40EST EVO Electric self-tailing winch 

New, in the box 

Sells new for $2,400 - $2,700 

$1,500 OBO Please call: Carver Dumke  (313)-377-2446 

 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
STABOARD TACK! 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE FOR MEMBERS 

 
DISPLAY ADS ARE: 

$80 PER YEAR FOR BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD 

(Active members allowed up to 1/3 of page Ad for 
the same price) 

 
SEND ARTICLES, PICTURES, OR OTHER  

INFORMATION TO: 

EDITOR 

WEST SHORE SAIL CLUB 

P.O. BOX 369 

TRENTON, MI 48183-0369 

OR EMAIL: 

Starboard Tack 
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2020 LIGHTHOUSE CHALLENGE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

West Shore Sail Club 

18th Annual Lighthouse Challenge 

2020 Sponsors 

Your Dedication is always appreciated! 


